
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

11th November 2009 @ 14.00hrs 
 

University of Bristol, Civil Engineering, Queen's Building 
(Room 1.18), University Walk, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 1TR 

 
The Severn Estuary has one of the highest tidal ranges in the world and is the most significant tidal range resource in 
the UK. It represents one of the largest potential single-project contributors of low carbon energy, with the largest options 
being capable of contributing up to 5% of the UK's total electricity demand.  
   

The historic environment of the Severn Estuary is a finite, non-renewable resource and is one of the most significant in 
the UK, consisting of internationally important sites. Tidal power options present a wide range of potential issues that 
require significant research and assessment to understand adequately. There are a number of options being considered 
for the production of low carbon energy but what are the benefits and disadvantages of each, how are these options 
being assessed and where will the research go from here? 
  

This event will provide an insight into the long-running debate of whether such a scheme should be implemented in the 
Severn Estuary. The series of presentations will be followed by a debate where you will have the opportunity to explore 
these issues further.  

  
PROGRAMME  

 

Registration and coffee 14:00 
Meeting Introduction  14:25 
Juliet Austin  Department of Energy 

and Climate Change  
Severn Tidal Power: The Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Scoping Report 

14:30 

Rod Rainey Atkins Recent Developments on the Severn Barrage 15:00 
Dr Robert Kirby Ravensrod Consultants Severn Tidal Power – will it come soon? 15:30 
Dr Bettina Bockelmann-
Evans 

Cardiff University 
School of Engineering 

Water Quality Implications of a Severn 
Barrage 

16:00 

Coffee and cakes 16:30 
Severn Tidal Power Debate – an opportunity to debate this hot topic, led by CIWEM SW New 
Members’ Group (open to all delegates) 

17:00-
18:00 

 
The meeting is free of charge, but places are limited.  Please register using the link below: 
http://www.bris.ac.uk/civilengineering/research/water/bhssw/bhssw.htm.  For further information please contact Jackie 
Turner (jturner@southwestwater.co.uk) or Jo Robinson (jrobinso@southwestwater.co.uk). 
 
With a view to reducing the impact of BHS/CIWEM events on the environment delegates are encouraged to use public 
transport, Park-and-Ride, car share or cycle to travel to this event.

 

Severn Tidal Power 
A joint meeting of the British Hydrological Society, 

CIWEM South Western Branch and CIWEM SW New Members’ Group. 
 


