
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Global Water Security 
 

Thursday 20
th

 January 2011 
 

Room 1.18 Queen’s Building, Bristol University, BS8 1TR 
 

5:00pm Registration (tea/coffee & biscuits)  
5:30pm to approx. 7:30pm Presentations & Discussion 

 
 
In recent years there has been growing international public concern about climate change, global warming and the 
increasing challenges of global water security. In highlighting these challenges the Royal Academy of Engineering, 
the Institution of Civil Engineers and the Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management jointly 
produced a report in April 2010 for the Government Chief Scientist, entitled ‘Global Water Security: An Engineering 
Perspective’.  The presentations will cover elements of this report. 
 
 
Global Water Security: An Introduction 
Roger Falconer, Halcrow Professor of Water Management, Cardiff University  
 
The presentation will introduce the challenges in poverty stricken regions and the likely global impact of climate change on 
water resources. The nexus between water, food and energy will be introduced, along with the concept of embedded or virtual 
water and the impact of the water footprint. Various practical solutions to enhancing security of supply will be introduced, such 
as desalination and ‘Cloud to Coast’, together with global actions needed. Finally, some water security challenges and 
opportunities for the UK will be discussed.        
 
Engineering the Future – Global Water Security 
Michael Norton, Managing Director, Water and Power Business Group, Halcrow  
 
The presentation will describe the combined effects of population growth, urbanisation, dietary change and climate change 
which are precipitating a global water scarcity crisis. The presentation also explains the concepts of green water, blue water, 
virtual water and the water footprint. The importance of water security in industry will also be covered.  
 
Global Water Security – the Policy Responses 
Paul Horton, Director, International Development, CIWEM 
  
This presentation will look at the existing legislation that underpins water management globally, in particular two key policy 
organizations, the European Commission and the United Nations. What challenges have led to the development of the current 
legislation and is the policy framework strong enough for the future? Two key pieces of policy will be examined in detail, the 
Water Framework Directive and the preparation of River Basin Management Plans and the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC).  

 
 

Please note there is no charge for this event.  If you wish to attend, please register using the link below:  
http://ciwem-sw-branch-events1.eventwax.com/global-water-security/register/ 
 
 
For further information please contact Jo Robinson 01392 443843 (jrobinso@southwestwater.co.uk) or Jackie Turner 
01392 443647 (jturner@southwestwater.co.uk). 
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