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Where is Wiltshire?
�Wiltshire lies at the eastern edge of the 

south west region

�Wiltshire Council is one of the largest 

unitaries in England

�Bordering 9 other county / unitary 

areas

�Approximately 3255km2

�Population in the region of 460,000



Strategic Planning Context
Key Challenges:

• Addressing the ‘legacy’ of Regional 
Planning

• Managing growth within environmental 
capacitycapacity

• Ensuring the timely delivery of new homes, 
jobs and infrastructure

• Addressing impacts on natural systems

• And the list goes on....



How is Wiltshire reacting?
Planning Policy:

• Delivering effective plans and 

policies for managing growth

– Adopted South Wiltshire Core 

Strategy

– Emerging Wiltshire Core – Emerging Wiltshire Core 

Strategy

• Infrastructure Planning 

• CIL

– Minerals DPDs

– Waste DPDs



Growth & the management of change
Key issues over the period until 2026:

� To deliver at least 37,000 new homes

� At least 5500 in East Wiltshire

� At least 21,400 in West and North Wiltshire

� At least 9,900 in South Wiltshire; and� At least 9,900 in South Wiltshire; and

� 200 to the West of Swindon

� To deliver at least 178Ha of new strategic employment land

� To deliver the necessary essential and place shaping 

infrastructure to support growth in a timely and effective manner 



Growth and the management of change...

Primary objectives for strategic planning in Wiltshire:

1. Deliver a thriving economy

2. Address the impacts of climate change

3. Provide everyone with access to a decent, affordable home

4. Help build and maintain resilient communities4. Help build and maintain resilient communities

5. Protect and enhance Wiltshire’s natural, historic and built 

environment

6. Ensure that adequate infrastructure is in place to support 

communities

But where is this all going to happen...?



Growth and the management of change...

Settlement Hierarchy

Tier 1: Principle Settlements 

(Trowbridge, Chippenham and 

Salisbury)

Tier 2: Market towns (e.g. Tier 2: Market towns (e.g. 

Westbury, Warminster, 

Bradford-on-Avon)

Tier 3: Local Service Centres

Tier 4: Larger and smaller villages



Pressures, risks and opportunities...

Environmental issues:

• Approximately 66% of Wiltshire is designated AONB

• Significant areas are also covered by international, national and 

local designations

Economic issues:

• Significant trend of out-commuting

• Traditionally low rates of inward investment

• Poor broadband connectivity in rural areas

Social issues:

• Rural / urban divide

• Need for affordable homes and access to employment opportunity



So where are the opportunities...?
New development will bring...honestly!

– Job opportunities

– Access to affordable and sustainable homes

– Opportunity to invest in new infrastructure

– Opportunity to invest in sustainable energy solutions

– Opportunity to delivery significant GI through urban 

expansion

– Opportunities to protect and enhance Wiltshire’s 

environment

And the list (hopefully) goes on...



SWMP...reacting to external drivers

Multiple roles, multiple challenges...

• Wiltshire Council operates as:

– The Local Planning Authority (policy and DM)

– The Highway Authority (LTP policy, maintenance...etc)

– Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA)– Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA)

And this ‘multi-hat’ responsibility brings numerous challenges, e.g.

• Planning policy and managing growth sustainably

• Planning for new road schemes, maintenance grant delivery

• PFRA / SFRA / FRA regime

And so on....



SWMP...reacting to external drivers

Planning policy documents are influenced by:

• International / national law

• National policy

• Regional policy...yes it hasn’t gone yet!

• Local policy• Local policy

• Comments received from statutory consultees (e.g. The EA)

• ETC

.....And this all requires consideration and reaction before a 

balanced solution can be delivered!  



Background to SWMP in Wiltshire
Why undertake the work?

• It’s back to the ‘reacting’ and addressing 

concerns from the EA

• Feedback suggested a need to undertake 

SWMP on several towns

• DEFRA / EA were offering money, so...we bid 

for some!for some!

Process:

• Bid submitted late 2009

• Awarded £50K in April 2010

• Contract issued to URS Scott Wilson in July 

2010

• Work commenced in August 2010

Tight brief...very little £££



Why concentrate on 3 towns?

Primary reasons:

• Chippenham, Trowbridge 

& Salisbury are 

recognised as priority 

‘Vision Towns’ scheduled 

to accommodate the most to accommodate the most 

growth over the period to 

2016

• Major issues with all 

forms of flooding 

identified as potential 

risks to new growth

• Money...!



Main findings
Many and varied...

• Our overall understanding of the principle causes of flooding in 

the 3 key growth towns has vastly been improved

• Key decisions about the location for development have been 

influenced by the work

• The list of priority actions / interventions will need to be carefully • The list of priority actions / interventions will need to be carefully 

managed and prioritised in Phase III

• The council may need to be innovative in it’s approach to 

paying for interventions...funding, infrastructure planning, CIL 

and s106

Further info:
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-policy-wiltshire-swmp-phase-1-and-2-report.pdf



Main findings...

• Significant issues with existing 

infrastructure in all 3 towns

• Linking new development into 

existing or upgraded infrastructure 

must look at how the impacts of 

flooding can be best flooding can be best 

managed...combination approaches.

• All Phase III and Phase IV work will 

need to be delivered in a ‘collective 

manner’

...why should the local planning 

authority pay for everything?



Integration – policy and practice
Lots of actors, lots of roles...

• Planning for growth and delivering growth 

are not the same

• The council has many roles, but in relation 

to the management of flood risk, a 

coordinated approach is being developedcoordinated approach is being developed

• The SWMP / PFRA processes offer good 

advice in the need for multi-agency project 

support

But...

• Ultimately, who is going to foot the bill (BIG 

£££’s)?



What do we do next...?
• Subject to finding the money...we’ll be developing Phase III of the SWMPs

• The process will need to be realistic, efficient and cost effective...multi-agency 

assistance would be nice!



Conclusions...
Where do you start...?

• If only we could turn the clocks back and bid for more cash!

• With a plan are the size of Wiltshire, something’s got to give –

we can’t do it all!

• What we do deliver needs to be undertaken in a coordinated 

manner!manner!

• External agencies need to do more than simply provide advice 

and data...

Thank you!

geoff.winslow@wiltshire.gov.uk


